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MARK viii. 38. 


N Huſor ver therefore ſhall be aſhamed of me and 
| of my words, in this adutterous and ſinful 
Generation, of him atfo ſhall the Son of Man 
be aſhamed, when he cometh in the Glory of 
His Father, with the holy Angels. 


HERE are two Paſhons deeply 
Ez rooted in human Nature, that fre 
RE quently cauſe Men, not otherwiſe 
4 ill diſpoſed, or diſinclined to Reli- 
1 — ion and Piety, to renounce the 
Profeſſion of the one, or fall from the Practice 


' 
- 


of the other, viz, Fear and Shame. 
The former of theſe conſtrain'd St. Peter, in 
the Day of Trial, to deny his Maſter ; and the 
reſt of the Apoſtles to forſake him: The latter, 
or perhaps a Mixture of both, made hn in. 2. 
Nicodemus to reſort to our Saviour on: oe ”M 
by Night, being aſhamed, or afraid, to eſpouſe 
him openly ; and Rept many of the john ali 4% 
chief Ruders, that believed on him, W 
from an open Profeſſion of the Faith of Chriſts 
becauſe, as the Evangeliſt tells us, | 
they loved the Praiſe of Men, more 
than the Praiſe of God. 
Theſe Paſſions, as they are near of kin: The 
one being an Uneaſineſs, ariſing from the Ap- 
prehenſion of Evil, or Suffering in general: The 
| A 2 
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4 ASERMON preached to the Societies 
other, a like Uneaſineſs, cauſed by the Appre- 
henſion of Diſgrace or Contempt; ſo they af- 
fect Men much in the ſame Manner, by raiſing 
their Averſion to ſuch Objects, as appear de- 
ſtructive of their Being or well-Being; or inju- 
rious to their good Name and Reputation, and 
ſtirring them up by all the Means in their Power, 
to repel the one, and to decline the other. 

When the Religion of Chriſt, and its Pro- 
feſſors, are in a perſecuted State, and Life, 
Liberty and Property, and all that is counted 
dear in this World, is made the Price of their 
Fidelity to Chriſt; the Fear of theſe Evils 
cauſes many to fall away ; to make Shipzwrack 
of their Faith, and a good Conſcience. This was 
the Caſe of Chriſtians in general, in the firſt 
Ages of Chriſtianity, when all that took upon 
them this Profeſſion, were ſenſible they did it 
at the utmoſt Hazard and Peril: And is. ſo. ſtill 
in ſuch Places, where the Denial of ſome ne- 
ceſſary Truths, or the Profeſſion of dangerous 
Errors contrary thereto, are forced upon Men, 
by the Dread of the ſevereſt Penalties. 

But when the Profeſſion of Religion is. under 
no Diſcouragement, but, on the contrary, has 
the Protection and Countenance of Civil Go- 
vernment; and the Credit of the World to re- 
commend it; yet even then, the Practice of 
Religion, and a ſtrict Regard to its Precepts, 
may expoſe Men to Contempt, and bring them 
3 into Diſrepute and Difcredit. Even 
then, All that will live gody in 
Chrift Feſus, i. e. in perfect Conformity to his. 
Laws, muſt expect to undergo ſome Degree of 
Perſecution. | 1 1 | 
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The Maxims, Opinions, and Uſages, that are 


eſtabliſh'd and authoriſed in the World, are in 


many Reſpects ſo oppoſite to the Rules of the 


Goſpel, that we cannot maintain our Credit 
with the qpe, without thwarting the Obliga- 
tions laid on us by the other. It is not poſſible 
to pleaſe Men in all Caſes, without offending 
God ; nor to preſerve the Friendſhip of the 
World, without 0G his Enmity. by 

It has been the Lot of 'Truth and Piety, to 
be always in ſome Meaſure ill treated and diſ- 
countenanced in the World; but in an adulte- 
rous and ſinful Generation, i. e. in a degenerate 
and corrupt Age, when Prophaneneſs and Irre- 
ligion, Vice and Immorality, are openly pro- 


feſs'd and practis'd ;. they are born down by the 
Multitude of their. Adverſaries, and can hardly. 
ſtand their Ground. In ſuch Circumſtances, Vice, . 


ſupported. by the Number of its Adherents, 


dares. not. only to claim. Excuſe or Impunity, 
but even to arrogate to it ſelf the Honour and 


Rewards of- Vertue ; whilſt Vertue, being but 
weakly defended, and often betrayed or aban- 


don'd by its Friends, is forced to hide its Head, . 


and to bear the Reproach. and Contempt due 
to Vice. „„ 

But however arbitrarily Men may diſtribute 
their Cenſures or Applauſes, according to their 
various Fancies, Paſſions or Intereſts; the Fudge 
of all the Earth will certainly do Right. As his 
Law is the only; true Touchſtonè of moral Rec- 


titude, and the unchangeable Rule of Right and 
Wrong; ſo it is by this, that we are obliged to 
govern our ſelves, and to judge of the Merit 
or Demerit of our Actions; not by the variable 
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S 4 SPRMON FR '#0 thi Sbeietivs 
Opinions; Ad- miltaket Judgments of Men: 
The Paths chalk'd out to us in the Goſpel, are 
the Ways we ought to walk in, 2 Honour and 
Difhononr, thro good Report or evil Report, whe- 
thor the Worl, approves, or condemns out 
Conduct. 

Whenever, chere in Wing our Duty, we 
happen to incur the Reproach or Contempt of 
the World, we may well ſlight and difregard it, 
when we reflect on that gracious Promiſe of our 

Saviour, Never ſhall confeſs me be- 
Matt, x. 32. fore Men, Him will I confeſs alſo be- 

fore my Father which is in Heaven. 
And on the © contrary, whenever we find out 
ſelves tempted, by the Fear of the Reproaches 
or Perſecutions Men, to the Commiſſion of 
any Sin, or the Omiſfion of any Chriſtian Duty, 
that Temptation muſt needs loſe its Force, an d 
be diſarm d of all its Terror, if we do but call 
to Mind, aud ſeriouſſy conſider that terrible 

4 1 denounced by our Saviour in the Words 
of my Text, Whoever therefore ſball be aſhamed, 
Ke. "bo diſcourſing on theſe Words I ſhall, 


1. Enquire into the Nature, and ſhew the 
Folly and Unreaſonablenefs of that Shame, 


that tempts Men to the Breach or Neglect 
of their Duty. 


II. I ſhall point out the ill Effects of this 
-  falfe Shame. © 


III. I ſhall offer ſome Remedies for the Cure 
and Prevention or, 


1 I am to enquire, Ge. V 


N RevonMATION of MANRIE RS. +» 
The Paſſion of Shame is grounded on tlie good 
Opinioo, or Eſteem, we naturally have for our 

ſelves, and the ſtrong Deſire imp lünted in us, of 
deing well thought of, and eſteem'd by others. 
As this gives us a tender and delicate Senſe of 
Honour, ſo nothing is ſo inſupportable to us, as 
Diſgrace or Contempt. The wounding us in 
this Part, is like pricking a Nerve; as ſoon felt, 
and as acute a Pain. | 
When this Paſſion is directed to its proper 
Object, and excited in us by ſuch Things as 
are immoral, baſe, or diſhoneſt, it is a commen- 
dable Shame, a Principle of Vertue, an excel- 
lent Guard of Innocence, and Preſervative. a- 
gainſt Sin. But when it is miſapplied, by being 
directed to wrong Objects, agreeable to the falſe 
Notions of Honour that obtain in the World $. 
when by it we are reſtrained from deing our 
Duty, and from acting ſuitably to the Senſe of 
ouf Minds; it is a vicious Shame, and falſe 
Modeſty, which ought as much to be fhunn'd, . 


as che former cheriffd and encourag'd. 
This is the Effect of the too great Regard: 
Men are apt co beat to the Judgments, Opinions 1 
and Practices that prevail in the World. Theſe, . ; 
by Reaſon of the Credit or Diſcredir, the Praiſe 
r Dilgrace, that YeſpeEtvely. attend our Com- 
pliahte with, or Neglect of, What is generally — 
aſteem d or approv'd, become a Law and Rule 
of Action, by which the greateſt Part of Man- | 
to Whieh they pay a more Tacred Regard, than 
they do to the Eaws of God or Man. The Pe- 
nalties that attend the Breach of the former, 
ure ſeldom ſeriouſly laid to Heart: And = 
Fe ey | thofe 
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| thoſe that attend the Breach of human Laws, 
\ being ready and at Hand, are generally more 
regarded; yet the Hopes of Impunity, by ſome 

Means or other, encourage many to tranſgreſs 

them. But thoſe who offend againſt the Law 

of Faſhion, by refuſing to comply with the re: 

ceived Uſages and Cuſtoms of the World, being 

ſure to undergo the Cenſure and Diſſike of thoſe 

they converſe with, there are few Men ſo re- 

ſolute and inſenſible of theſe Evils, as to be 

Proof againſt them, and able to bear uꝑ under 
r | ſy; io And Lotti 918 

For this Reaſon, in a looſe and licentious 
Age, many who are inwardly well-diſpoſed, and 
prompted by their Conſcience to embrace the 
{ide of Piety and Vertue, do not dare openly to 
eſpouſe their Intereſt; in the conſtant Diſcharge 
of all publick Duties, and a ſtrict Abſtinence 
from all ſinful Practices. If they do not live 
in the total Neglect of their Duty, they are at 
leaſt very remils in the Diſcharge of it; and too 
common 45 the Dictates of their Reaſqn, 
and Senſe of their Hearts, are drawn into un- 
warrantable and ſinful Compliances; becauſe 
they are aſhamed of doing, what may expoſe 
them to ſome Cenſure or Diſgrace.. © 
There is nothing wherein Men generally ap- 
pear ſoſhy and reſerved, as in avowing their Con- 
ſcience, in owning a ſtrict Regard for their Duty, 
and a juſt:Concern for the Salvation of their 
Souls. They reſerve for God ſome Place in 
their. Hearts, and adore him in ſecret, whilſt 
in that Part of their Conduct, that is expoſed 
to publick View, they conform to the World; 
:by falling in with the licentious Manners, and 
faſhion- 


for REFORMATION of MANNERS 9 
faſhionable Vices of the Age, and neglecting 
ſuch Duties as are out of Requeſt, and ſlighted 
in the World. 8 

Thus, we ſee, the Generality of Chriſtians, 
make no Scruple of letting themſelves looſe to 
all Manner of ſenſual Gratifications and Plea- 
Jures ; of revenging the leaſt Affront, according 
to the nice Punctilio's of falſe Honour; of ſtick- 
ing at nothing that may improve their Fortunes, 
or be a Means of advancing them in the World. 
In the mean Time, the Precepts of the Goſpel, 
relating to 'Temperance, Patience, and forgiv- 
ing of Injuries; to Humility, Juſtice and Cha- 
rity, are little regarded, becauſe theſe Matters 
are. otherwiſe determin'd by Cuſtom. And it 
ſeems to be a Maxim generally allow'd in the 
World, that what is uſually practiſed by Men 
in their ſeveral Callings and Profeſſions may 
lawfully be done. 

And thus while 'tis accounted honourable to 
conform to general Practice, be it never ſo re- 
pugnant to the Rules of Piety: And, on the 
contrary, while the ſtrict Practice of Vertue is 
imputed to Weakneſs of Mind, Singularity of 
Humour, Pride or Hypocriſy, it is no Wonder 
to ſee ſo many Men ſhamed, or frighted out of 
their Duty. 

The hard Cenſures and Reproaches, where- 
with profane and ungodly Men conſpire to 
perſecute thoſe, who refuſe 20 ran into the 
ſame Exceſs of Riot with themſelves, make 
great Impreſſions ; becauſe few Men have Firm- 
neſs and Reſolution enough to {light the Judg- 
ment or Contempt of Men. 

B But 
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10 ASERMON preached to the Societies 
But that this Conduct is highly unreaſonable, 
appears moſt evidently from hence, that no Man 
of common Senſe will be guilty of the like, in 
the Management of his temporal Affairs. For 
is any Man ſo weak, as to ſuffer himſelf to be 
laugh'd out of his Eſtate ; or any other valu- 
able Poſſeſſion or Intereſt 2 Or to quit an ad- 
vantageous Bargain, for Fear of being ridicul'd? 
Or will any Man, in Time of Plague, when the 
Infection is become general, willingly thruſt 
himſelf into it, to avoid the Imputation of Sin- 
gularity ? And is it not a greater Inſtance of 
Weakneſs and Folly, for a Man to ſuffer him- 
ſelf to be rallied, or reviled out of his Duty, 
out of his Salvation, and his moſt important 

Intereſts 2 

To be aſhamed of doing unworthy or dif- 
honeſt Actions, is a laudable Shame: But to be 
aſhamed of doing what Reaſon and Religion 
both oblige us to, is an unmanly, vicious Mo- 
deſty: *Tis to be aſhamed of our chief Glory, 
and greateſt Ornament; to be aſhamed of being 
evidently wiſe in- our Conduct, of conſulting 
our beft Intereſt, and purſuing our true Hap- 
pineſs ; Tis to be aſhamed of rendring duc 
Obedience to our Sovereign Lord, of expreſſing 
our Love to infinite Goodneſs, and our Grati- 
tude to our beſt Friend and Bonefactor; of 
ſhewing our Awe and Reverence of uncontroul- 
able Power, and fearing above all Things to 
incur his Drfpleaſure, by doing what he has 
forbid, or negle&ing to do what he has com- 
manded. And ſurely, theſe are no ſhameful 
Things, no Herr ff Darkneſs, but ſuch as 
will bear the ſtrongeſt Light, ſuch as we ought 
rather 


ſer RIETORMATION of MANNERS: it 
rather to boaſt and glory. in, and to perform 
with the utmoſt Aſſurance and Confidence. 

It is doubtleſs, a very prepoſterous Way to 
ſhun Diſgrace, by doing that which alone de- 
ſerves it. For, in Truth, Sin is our only real 
Deformity; the only baſe and diſhonourable 
Thing that cleaves to us. This firit cauſed 
Shame, and brought it into the World ; and 
will ever carry it along with it, as its inſepara- 
ble Attendant. Who they are that deſerve it, 
and whoſe Portion it ſhall be, the inſpired Wri- 
ters frequently tell us: Shame ſhall 
be the Promotion of Foils. And, Prov. iti. 35. 
the IWicked ſhall come to Shame, — xiii. 15. 
ſays the wiſe Man. And the Holy 
Pſalmiſt, Let none that wait on Thee Pal. xxv. 3. 
be aſhamed: But, Let them be 
aſhamed, which tranſereſs without Cauſe. 

It well becomes ſuch to be aſhamed of their 
Weakneſs, who chuſe to be juſtly reproach- 
able for bad Actions, rather than be unjuſtly 
reproached for Good ; of their Ingratitude to 
their Maker, who will rather, Affront him, 
than diſoblige their Fellow-Creatures ; and of 
their extream Folly, in thinking it more eligt- 
ble to bear the Reproaches of their own Con- 
ſciences, and to incur the divine Difplcaſure, 
than to undergo the Cenſures or Scofts of vain 
and worthleſs Men. 

Having thus ſhewn the Folly and Unreaſon- 
abicncſs, I proceed, 


Idly, To point out the ill Effects, and 
miſchievous Conſequences of this talſe Shamc. 


— 
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| Now theſe may be conſider'd, either with 
Reſpect to the Perſons themſelves, who are in- 
fluenced by it, or with Regard to other Men. 

With Reſpect to the Perſons themſelves, that 
are influenced by it, the moſt natural Effect of 
this falſe Shame is, to deter them from their 
Duty; and, to hinder them from doing, what 
they are perſwaded they ought to do. Thoſe 
who are ſwayed by this Principle, can neither 
ſpeak, nor act as they think. They will diſ- 
ſemble their real Sentiments, and by their Si- 
lence ſeem to approve thoſe Diſorders, which 
the inward Senſe of their Minds condemns ; be- 
cauſe they have not the Courage to ſpeak dif- 
agreeable Truths, or to declare openly for a 
Cauſe, which has the Misfortune to be {lighted, 
and diſcountenanced in the World. 

If the Libertine and Profane make a Jeſt of 
God and Religion; if the common Swearer 
takes his Name in vain, on every trifling Oc- 
caſion; if Fools make a Mock at Sin, and the 
Diſſolute and Licentious ridicule Vertue, and 
_ endeavour to laugh Piety out of Countenance ; 
if the Dealers in Calumny and Slander, enter- 
tain their Company at the Expence of their 
Neighbours good Name and Reputation; thoſe 

who are overawed ” this falſe Shame, and 

Jer. i. 8. re afraid of Mens Faces, as the 
3 Prophet deſcribes Men of this Cha- 
racter, will not dare to expreſs their Reſent- 
ment of ſuch flagrant Crimes; nor to bear their 
| Teſtimony againſt ſuch open Violations of the 
Laws to God. So that to this Principle muſt 
be aſcribed, the too general Negle& of the 
moſt indiſpenſable Duties of Piety and Charity. 

Nor 
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Nor does it only hinder Men from doing 
Good, but it forcibly inclines them to Evil. 
Thoſe who count it a Diſgrace to live in exact 
Conformity to the Rules of Piety and Vertue, 
may be eaſily led a Step farther, to think it 
honourable to imitate the Examples of Men of 
Rank and Figure, even in the moſt licentious 
and diſorderly Courſes. When Men are aſha- 
med of what they ought to glory in, they are 
in the ready Way to arrive at that Pitch- of 
Corruption, as 20 glory in their Shame. 

But 2 d/y, The Effects of this falſe Shame 
are not lefs miſchievous with Regard to other 
Men. As it proceeds from the too great Defe- 
rence. and Submiſſion we are apt to pay to the 
prevailing Opinions and Cuſtoms of the World, 
which are every where favourable to Vice and 
Corruption; ſoxt.muſt needs encourage thoſe to 
go on in evil Courfes, who are already but too 
much inclined to it. Vicious Men are autho- 
riz'd by being imitated, and kept in Counte- 
nance by the Number of their Followers. 'Thoſe 
who are already depraved to that Degree, - as 
to entertain a mean Opinion of Religion, and 
to deſpiſe Piety and Vertue, will look upon 
them with ſtill greater Contempt, when they 
ſee thoſe who profeſs a Veneration for them, 
dare not ſtand up in their Defence, for Fear of 
their Difpleaſure. And thus Religion loſes 
more Ground by the unaccountable Weaknefs, 
or Cowardice of its Adherents, than by all the 
other Batteries, its Adverſaries can raiſe-againſt 
it; as the Puſillanimity or Deſertion of proteſs'd 
Friends, dyes more Diſſervice to any Cauſe, 


than the open Attacks of avow d e, . 
n | 
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And as this Conduct gives Countenance and 
Encouragement to ill Men, ſo it occaſions no 
leſs Scandal to the Good. Theſe muſt needs 
be diſhearten'd, when they ſec thoſe, who are 
reputed Friends to the Tame Cauſe, deſert their 
Station; and flinch from their Duty, upon ſuch 
{light Grounds, as the Apprehenſion of a little 
Diſgrace | the World. But thoſe eſpecial- 
ly, who are yet weak in Faith, and not ſuffi- 
ciently confirm'd in a virtuous Courſe, will be 
- tempted by ſuch Examples, to do many Things 
inconſiſtent with Piety; and to think them- 
ſelves excuſable at leaſt, if not innocent, when 
they can vouch the Authority of Perſons, who 
in other Reſpects ſeem to have a juſt Concern 
for the Intereſts of Religion. | 

Jo this Principle, therefore, we may chiefly 
impute the Sins and Failings of otherwiſe good 
Men: And if it is able to corrupt thoſe, who 
have a Senſe of Piety, and the Impreſſions of 
Religion on their Hearts, it muſt needs be of 
the moſt dangerous Conſequence. 
Nov as the ill Effects of this falſe Shame are 
very fatal and pernicious to Picty, ſo we cannot 
labour too much, to find out proper Remedies 
againſt them, which brings me to the 


IIIa Thing propoſed, oi. To offer ſome Re- 
medies for the Cure or Prevention of this falſe 
Shame. | | 

The firſt I ſhall offer is, to perſwade our 
ſelves, that there is nothing more excellent, or 
more honourable, and-conſequently more wor- 
thy of our higheſt Regard and Efteem, than 
Picty and Vertue. When this Perſwaſion has“ 

| once 
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once got Poſſeſſion of our Minds, and taken 
root there ; we ſhall be in no great Danger of 
being ſhamed or ſcared out of our Duty, by the 
falſe Judgments the World cntertains of Piety. 

Now that Piety, taken in its full Extent, as 
it comprehends Vertue or Goodneſs, is the no- 
bleſt Accompliſhment, and higheſt Perfection of 
human Nature; that it has that Beauty and 
Majeſty imprinted on it, that commands Re- 
ſpect, and attracts univerſal Love and Venera- 
tion, is moſt evident from the concurrent Suf- 
frages of Enemies as well as Friends. 

Many, if not moſt of thoſe, who cannot find 
in their Hearts to embrace it themſelves, be- 
cauſe they cannot ſhake off inveterate evil Ha- 
bits, and renounce their beloved Luſts, would 
wiſh that all others, eſpecially thoſe for whoſe 
Welfare they are moſt concern'd, did ſo; and 
were truly good. The Hypocrite pays his Ho- 
mage to it, by borrowing its Colours, that he 
make a fair Shew at leaſt, and appear to 
Men to be what he really is not. And even 
thoſe who are moſt addicted to Vice, are pleas'd - 
to have thoſe Vertues aſcribed to them by their 
Flatterers, to which they are utter Strangers : 
and as much offended to be characteris'd by 
thoſe Vices, which are their daily Delight and 

conſtant Practice: Which is an undeniable Evi- 
dence of their inward Eſteem and Veneration 
for the one, as well as of their Diſeſteem and 
Contempt of the other, RT 

The Teſtimony of Friends, I need not inſiſt 
upon, efpecially in this Aſſembly, which I may 
reaſonably preſume to conſiſt of none but ſuch 
as are already throughly convinced of the 
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16 A SERMON preached to the Societies 
Truth of whatever can be ſaid, to the Honour 
and Advantage of Picty and Vertue. A mcre 
unqueſtionable Proof of this cannot be given, 
.than by being, as I take for granted all herc 
.preſent- are, either actually Members, or Fa- 
vourers and Encouragers of thoſe Religious So- 
cieties, Who are not only Friends in Heart, or 
ſecret well-Wiſhers to, but have openly eſpou- 
ſed the Cauſe of God and Goodneſs, by pub- 

lickly taking its Part, and frankly owning. and 
-avoyung it both in Word and Deed. 

To this End, you have liſted your ſelves into 
this Service; and join'd both Hearts and Hands, 
that by mutual Aid and Aſſiſtance, and by well 
concerted Meaſures, ye might vigorouſly proſe- 

cute ſo noble a Deſign, The Methods whereby 
ye carry it on, are no other than what Chri- 
{tian Prudence and Charity ſuggeſt ; by an edi- 
fying and exemplary Converſation, and by pro- 
-viding as far as ye are able for the Inſtruction 
of the Ignorant ; by giving good Advice, or 
friendly Repybof,on proper Occaſions; and where 
theſe gentler Methods are judged inſufficient, by 
calling in the Aid of the Civil Magiſtrate. 

The viſible Succour and Countenance you 
have already given this Cauſe, in ſuppreſſing 
Profaneneſs, Vice and Immorality, in baniſhing 

Scandals out of this great City, and in bringing 
the Practice of Piety and Vertue into Vogue 
and Requeſt, have provoked very many, and 

kindled the like pious Zeal all over this Nation, 
and even in many Foreign Countries, where the 

Reform'd Religion is profeſs'd ; ſo that it ma 
reaſonably be hoped, that ſo juſt an 3 
will be attended with ſuitable Succeſs, 5 
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for REFORMATION of MANNERS, 17 
As it is the Honour of God, and the Intereſt 
of his holy Religion, that ye have undertaken 
to defend, ſo ye may aſſuredly hope and truſt 
that he will bleſs and proſper your Endeaveurs : 
And that this Work, which is of God, 

cannot be overthrown, by all the Op- W de 
poſition which the Devil, or his wicked Inſtru- 
ments, can raiſe againſt it. And as it is the 
Good of Mankind, their temporal and eternal 
Welfare, both which are either the natural Ef- 
fects, or the neceſſary Conſequences of Piety 
and Vertue, that ye zealouſly labour to pro- 
mote; ſo it may juſtly be expected, that all who 
have theſe at Heart, will not only wiſh and 
pray for your Succeſs, but heartily join in, and 

bear a Part in ſo uſeful and excellent a Work. 
It might doubtleſs be carried on with grea- 
ter Effect, if there was a more general Concur- 
rence, eſpecially of Men of Rank and Autho— 
rity, to countenance and abet it. They who 
have it in their Power to make Vice honoured 
and reſpected, might certainly with more Eaſe, 
by their Example and Influence, raiſe the Re- 
putation of Vertue; and reſtore it to that” 
Credit, that is naturally due to it. Thoſe who 
will not employ thoſe Advantages, which by 
the Bounty of Providence they are poſſeſs'd of, 
to promote the Honour of God, and the Good 
of Mankind, will certainly have much to an- 
ſwer for: The Guilt of other Mens Diſorders, 
as well as their own, will lie in great Meaſure 
at their Doors. But thoſe who labour in this 
good Work, whatever their Succeſs may be, 
mall not wholly loſe the Fruit of their La- 
bour: They will have the Comfort and 
| C Satis. 
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Satisfaction of it here, and their Reward here- 
after. * 

But, 24ly, Another Remedy againſt this falſe 
Shame is, to turn this Paſſion on its proper Ob- 
ject, by perſwading our ſelves, that there is 
nothing more worthy of Shame, nothing ſo 
ugly and deformed, as Vice and Wickedneſs, It 
was to reſtrain and deter us from theſe, that 
this Paſſion was implanted in us: And it has 
conſtantly this Effect, as long as Men are go- 
vern'd by the genuine Dictates and Principles 
of Nature; and till theſe are corrupted and 
depraved by evil Cuſtoms and vicious Exam- 
ples. Even thoſe, who are far gone in Vice, 
endeavour to conceal it as much as they can 
from the Eyes of the World, out of a natural 
Confcioufneſs of the Shame and Diſhonour that 

attend it. They love darkneſs ra- 
John iii. 19. ther than light, becauſe their deeds. 
are Foil. 

If therefore proper Meaſures were every 
where taken, to bring theſe hidden Works of 
Darkneſs into Light; and to expoſe them to 
the World in their proper Colours, there would 
not be ſo much Wickedneſs in it, at leaſt it 
would not appear ſo bold and bare-faced, as 
now it does. Where Men are left to them- 
ſelves, and ſuffer'd to live as they liſt, there 
Vice and Licentiouſnefs muſt of Courſe prevail. 
If thoſe who lead the moſt unchriſtian Lives, 
the openly profane and irreligious, the lewd 
and intemperate, thoſe who cannot- open their 
Mouths without Blaſphemies, Oaths, or Cur- 
fes; if theſe, I ſay, are permitted 'to mingle 
with other Chriſtians, and to enjoy the ſame 
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Privileges, without Cenſure or Controul, it is 
impoſſible but that Corruption muſt abound... 

But if theſe, and the like. Offenders, were 
frequently made the Objects of publick Juſtice, 
and puniſhed with a Severity ſuitable to their 
Deſerts, nothing would tend more to. keep up 
in Mens Minds a Senſe of the odious and 
ſhameful Nature of their Crimes, and to raiſe 
their Abhorrence of them. The Puniſhments 
inflicted on. Criminals, do not only cauſe a pre- 
ſent Smart, but leave a Scar, or Mark of Infa- 
my behind them. Theſe will both ſhame and 
terrify Sinners, and in ſome Meaſure keep 
them to their Duty. If the Offenders them- 
ſelves are not better'd by them, others at leaſt, 
who may have evil Inclinations, will be reſtrain- 
ed by the Example, and kept in Awe, by the 
Fear or Shame of their Puniſhment. Good 
Men will alſo be edified thereby, as the Severity 
uſed againſt notorious. Sinners confirms them 
in their Duty, and makes ſome Reparation for 
the Scandal given by the Crimes of other 
Men. | 

And as this ſhews us how much the Publick 
is obliged to thoſe worthy Magiſtrates, who uſe 
their Authority to puniſh Wickedneſs and Vice 
of all Sorts; ſo it equally proves the Uſefulneſs 
and Neceſſity of theſe Religious Societies, who 
make it their principal Buſineſs to be aiding 
and aſſiſting to the Magiſtrate, in detecting, in- 
forming againſt, and proſecuting Offenders ; 
without which, neither the Authority of Laws, 
nor the Vigilance of Magiſtrates, would be 
able to do much, either in puniſhing them, or 
deterring others by their Example, By their 
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20 A SERMON preached to the Societies 
Zeal and Diligence in performing theſe necef- 
ſary Offices, a great and ſenſible Check has 
been already given to that Deluge of Iniquity, 
that threatend to overſpread this Nation: 
Many lewd and infamous Houfes, the Haunts of 
the diſſolute and debauch'd of all Sorts, have 
been ſuppreſs d: Many 'Thouſands of notorious 
Offenders have undergone the Shame and In- 
famy due. to their Crimes; and thereby, tis to 
be hoped, many more have been preſerved from 
Ruine both of Body and Soul, by the Suppreſſion 
of thoſe Seminaries of Vice and Wickedneſs. 

But, 3 ly, Another Remedy againſt this falſe 
Shame, may be taken from the Conſideration, 
that it has ever been the Lot of Men eminently 
Good, to be deſpiſed, diſgraced, or hated in the 
World. This Stratagem has been always em- 
ploy'd by the great Enemy of Mankind, to deter 
Men from their Duty. 'Thoſe in all Ages, who 
have been the ſhining Lights of the World, and 
who have moſt diſtinguiſh'd themſelves by their 
Zeal, in Promoting the Intereſts of Truth and 
Piety, and in oppoling Vice and Corruption, 
have had the largeſt Share in this 'Treatment. 
Such were the Prophets of Old, our Lord him- 
ſelf, and his Apoſtles. Thoſe Men, of whom the 
Morld was not worthy, have been treated as the 
moſt unworthy of all Men; and purſued with 
implacable Hatred and Malice. What vile and 
ſcandalous Imputations, and what reproachful 
Names and Characters, did not the ſpiteful 
World beſpatter them with ? 

But were they deterr'd by this Uſage, from 
purſuing their generous and charitable Deſigns? 
No: it was rather Matter of Glory and Tri- 
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umph to them. The Sufferings they under- 
went, ſerved only to animate their Zeal, and 
ſtrengthen their Reſolution. 'They embraced 
Reproach for Righteouſneſs Sake, not only with 
Content, but even with Joy, feeling it moſt 
true, what their Maſter had aſſured them of in 
theſe Words, Bleſſed ſhall ye be, when 
Men ſhall revile and perſecute you, and Matth. v. 
ſhall ſay all manner of Evil againſt youu 
fallly for my Sake : Rejoyce and be exceeding 
glad, for great is your Reward in Heaven. 

And as ye are engaged in the ſame good 
Cauſe, ye muſt expe& to have a Share in the 
ſame ill Treatment. They who go about to 
reform the Manners of a corrupt Age, muſt. be 
prepared to encounter many. Difficulties, and to 
ſtruggle with many Adverſarics. Innocence 
alone, or a bare Abſtinence from Sin, as it diſ- 
covers and reproves the Diſorders of others,will 
for that Reaſon only, draw upon Men the Ha- 
tred and Diſlike of thoſe they diſſent from. + 

But if moreover they employ their charitable 
Endeavours in reclaiming Men from Vice, and 
in diſturbing their quiet Poſſeſſion and Enjoy- 
ment of their ſinful Pleaſures ; this is beyond 
Meaſure provoking to thoſe who Hate to be re- 
form'd, and are reſolved to perſiſt in their un- 
godly Courſes. They will, upon this Account, 

leave no Methods untried to blaſt the Deſigns, 
and to defeat the Endeavours. of thoſe, who 
have no. other Aim, but to bring them. to Re- 
pentance and Amendment; by Calumny and 
Detraction, by Scoffs and Reproaches, and by- 
all the odious Names and Characters, that the 
moſt ſpiteful Rage and ingenious Malice can 
invent, But 
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But this ought not, however, to diſcourage 
thoſe, who are engaged in ſo good a Cauſe. For 
_ , $0, as our Saviour tells us, perſecuted 
Tom * 12. 72 oo Prophets which were be- 
As eum ker ine or Miſery depends not on 
tho, Eſteem or Contempt of Men, ſo all that we 
can either hope from en Pavour, or fear from 
their Diſpleafure, is of ſmall Account. It is 
from God alone, that ce muſt expect the Re- 
ward bf bur patient Continuance in cvell. doing. 
f we labour to approve our ſelves to him, by 
a careful and conſcientious Diſcharge of our 
Duty, whatever may err us in, this World, 
our main Intereſt ' and Concernment is ſecure 
Por as our Work is Righteouſneſs, ſo our End 
mall be Peace, Onietneſs, aud Afſurance fer ever. 

But laſtly, The molt effectual Remedy againſt 
his falſe Shame, is the Conſideration of, what 
Judgment God will paſs upon thoſe, who are 
Frevel upon by it, to tranfgreſs or neglect 
their Duty to him. For as the Pear of God, is 
the belt Antidote againſt the Fear of Men; 
Tv is tlie "Apprehenfion of his Diſgrace, the 
ſureſt Prefervative azainſt the ill Effects of 
worldly Shame. 

If then we are aſhamed of God, and our Duty 
to him, may he not juſtly in Recompence be 
aſhamed of us, and diſdain to own us in Fa- 
vour and Mercy? He will moſt certainly do 
it, for he hath frequently ſo declared; and a 
"Time will ſpeedily come, when Shame, Con- 
Fuſion and Miſery, ſhall fall to the Lot 'of tho 
Deſpiſers of God and Religion; whilſt, Glory, 
Honour and Peace ſhall be upon them, who 
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perſevere in well-doing, in Spite ef all the 
Diſcouragements and Perſecutions of the 
World. n e 
Shall we then be ſo far ſwayed by human 
Regards, as to have no Thought er Appre- 
henſion of the fatal Conſequences of ſo un- 
reaſonable a Conduct a all we fear to 
loſe the Favour of Men, whoſo Pavour' avails 
nothing to our main Intereſts; and ſhall we 
not fear to be deprived of his Favour, upon 
whom our All depends, and without which 
we are uncapable of any Happineſs, of any 
ſolid Joy or Comfort? Shall we fear the 
Diſpleaſure of Man, whoſe Breath is in his 
Noſtrils, ready to fly away every Moment; 
and not dread to offend the Living God, 
at whoſe abſolute Diſpoſal we are, to ren- 
der us happy or miſerable to all Eternity? 
Or, laſtly, ſhall we do that for the avoiding 
a little preſent Diſgrace, which we ſhall for 
ever be aſhamed of, which we, ſhall never 
remember without extreme Regret, nor re- 
flect upon Without the utmoſt Shame and 
Confuſien ? 4 12 

. This. farely, no reaſonable, or conſiderate 
Men weuld do, upon any Terms, or upon 
any Pretenee Whatever. No evil Examples 
ſhould intiee us, no evil Cuſtoms engage 
us; neither Fear, nor Shame, nor Complai- 
ſance, nor any Regard to the Pleaſure or 
Diſpleaſure of Men, ſhould prevail upon us, 
to comply with any ſinful Practice, to omit 
any Duty, or negle& any Scaſon of perform- 
ing ſuch good Works, whereby we my | 
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2 God, ey our Neighbour, or promote 
the Salvation xt our own Souls. 

And bleſſed is that Servant, whom | bis 
Lord 'when he cometh ſhall find ſo doing. ' He 
ſhall not be aſhamed in the Evil Time. But his 
Good Works ſhall follow him ; and he ſhall 
receive the. full Reward of his Labour. For, 
for him, and for all thoſe, .zwho have finiſh'd 
their Courſe in the Faith and Fear. of God, 
there is laid up a 'Crown of R ighteouſneſs, 
obich the Lord, the Rightcous Fudge, ſhall 
Gies to them at his appearing. 
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